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Carrie Baron, PEng 
Drainage & Environment Manager, City of Surrey

On behalf of the College of Applied 
Biology Council and staff, it is my 
pleasure to welcome you to the 11th 
College AGM and our 4th annual 
conference, here at the Radisson Hotel 
Vancouver Airport in Richmond.

The discipline of natural resource 
management is truly practised in a 
“changing landscape.” Increasing 
scrutiny on professional reliance 
means that more than ever natural 
resource professionals must be 
aware of, and adapt to, changes in 
the regulatory landscape. Recent 
events, such as the Tsilhqot’in 
decision, and trends, such as 
municipal governments seeking 
greater input into decisions on 
resource development projects 
and an increasing awareness of 
the potential impact of cumulative 
effects, are changing the framework 
within which natural resource 
professionals work. In this changing

landscape, where decision-making 
is not always informed by science, 
the public is increasingly looking 
to professionals to protect their 
interests, which challenges the 
separation between science 
and advocacy. As responsible 
professionals, where do we draw the 
line? Topics such as these inspired 
today’s conference agenda.

Thank you for attending this 
conference, where biology 
professionals and others involved 
in land and natural resource 
management have the opportunity 
to meet and discuss issues that affect 
us all. I look forward to our interesting 
and productive discussions.

The College Council is holding a strategic planning session 
in April, 2015 to identify priorities for the continued growth 
and development of the College of Applied Biology in the 

coming years. We welcome your ideas! Please send them to 
executivedirector@cab-bc.org

Message from the 
College President 

Dr. Vanessa Craig, RPBio
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Carrie Baron, PEng 
Drainage & Environment Manager, City of Surrey

Local Governments 
& the Natural 
Environment – 
Preserving, Protecting, 
& Dealing with 
Regulatory Changes

Carrie Baron is a professional 
engineer with over 30 years of 
experience in municipal, water 

resources and environmental 
engineering. She is the Drainage & 
Environment Manager for the City 

of Surrey whose responsibilities 
include: overseeing the function 

of the natural and manmade 
drainage systems; floodplain & 

dyke management; environmental 
planning initiatives; contaminated 

sites issues; soil deposition; 
erosion & sediment control; spill 

investigation; fisheries; wildlife and 
environmental education within 

Surrey. She has a staff comprised of 
professional engineers, biologists 

and technologists who oversee 
these issues in Surrey.
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Derek Corrigan 
Mayor, City of Burnaby

Mayor Derek Corrigan has served the 
citizens of Burnaby for 28 consecutive 
years as a member of Burnaby City 
Council, since he was elected as 
a councillor in 1987. He has been 
Burnaby’s Mayor since 2002. He and 
his wife, Kathy, a provincial MLA, have 
four children. Mayor Corrigan won a 
scholarship to UBC and was granted 
early admission to law school, after 
three years of undergraduate study 
in political science and philosophy. He 
was called to the BC Bar in 1978.

Mayor Corrigan has served on many 
key committees at the local, regional 
and national levels. At the City of 
Burnaby, Mayor Corrigan chairs 
Burnaby’s Environmental Sustainability 
Strategy Steering Committee, and 
he currently serves on six Metro 
Vancouver committees. In addition 
to many other awards, Mayor Derek 
Corrigan received the Canada 125 
medal for Community Service and the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal.

Josie Osborne 
Mayor, District of Tofino

Josie Osborne was recently re-elected 
to her second term as mayor of Tofino 
and now also serves as chair of the 
Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District.

Born in Richmond, BC and raised on 
Vancouver Island, Josie undertook a 
BSc in marine biology from UBC and 
a masters degree in resource and 
environmental management at Simon 
Fraser University. She moved to Tofino 
in 1998 to work first as a staff fisheries 
biologist for the Nuu-chah-nulth 
Tribal Council, then as an independent 
biologist for several more years before 
transitioning away from biology and into 
facilitation and strategic planning. She 
and her husband live with a dog, two 
goats, a rabbit, six ducks and twenty 
chickens on their five hectares in Tofino.

Local Governments, Natural Resource Professionals 
& the Environment Panel Discussion
With downloading from both senior levels of government in recent 
years, the traditional roles and expectations of British Columbia local 
governments are rapidly changing.
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Blurring Lines of Authority: 
Local Governments & Environmental Initiatives

Harold Steves 
Councillor, City of Richmond

Harold Steves was first elected to the City 
of Richmond Council as a candidate for 
the Richmond Anti-Pollution Association 
in 1968, campaigning for farmland 
preservation, sewage treatment, and 
protection of the Fraser River Estuary. 
He served as a NDP MLA from 1972-1976, 
and was instrumental in establishing the 
Agricultural Land Reserve.

Steves chaired the Metro Vancouver 
Agriculture Committee from 2006-
2012. He is presently the Chair of 
Richmond’s Parks Committee, a 
director of the Steveston Harbour 
Authority, and a south coast director of 
the Groundfish Development Authority.

Steves has a BSc in agriculture and 
genetics (1960), and taught biology 
in the 1960’s. He acquired a ranch at 
Cache Creek in 1978, and continues to 
produce grass-fed beef and heirloom 
vegetable seed at his home farm in 
Steveston. He will have served on the 
City of Richmond Council for 44 years 
at the end of his current term.

Gwen Johansson 
Mayor, District of Hudson’s Hope

Gwen Johansson has been involved in 
community and energy issues at the 
local, regional and provincial level. On 
the electricity side, she has been a BC 
Hydro Director, a BC Energy Council 
member, chair of BC Hydro’s Peace 
Williston Advisory Committee, and a 
member of the Integrated Electricity 
Planning Committee. On the natural 
gas side, she co-chaired the Northeast 
Energy & Mines Advisory Committee, 
along with a member of the Canadian 
Association of Petroleum Producers; was 
a founding member of the Northeast Oil 
& Gas Health Advisory Committee and 
president of a landowner group dealing 
with industrial development on private 
land. Ms Johansson presently serves as 
Mayor of the District of Hudson’s Hope 
and is a director of the Peace River 
Regional District, where she chairs the 
Water Sustainability Committee.

Ms Johansson received a Bachelor of 
Education from UBC and a Master of 
Science (Policy & Management) from 
the University of Oregon.

This panel discussion will use case studies from municipalities around 
the province to highlight the challenges and opportunities associated 

with this trend, and will address the role of qualified professionals in the 
transition to greater local government responsibility.
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Science & Policy Panel Discussion Walking the Line: 
Science, Policy Advocacy & Decision-making

Susan Pinkus, RPBio 
Senior Environmental Coordinator at 
BC Hydro, former Senior Scientist at 
Ecojustice

Susan Pinkus, MSc, RPBio, has spent 
her career integrating science, law 
and policy towards biodiversity 
conservation. Susan has a long-
standing interest in best practices for 
maintaining the integrity of science 
advice in highly charged contexts. 
Currently she is a Senior Environmental 
Coordinator at BC Hydro where she 
focuses on wildlife risk mitigation. 
Susan previously spent seven years as a 
Senior Scientist at Ecojustice. Her work 
at Ecojustice included providing science 
advice to lawyers litigating under the 
federal Species at Risk Act, and acting 
as a media spokesperson on science 
and policy issues.

Brian Clark, RPBio
Environmental Advisor at Pacific 
Northwest LNG; former Executive 
Director, Regional Operations, 
Environmental Stewardship Division of 
the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations

Brian Clark spent 35 years in the 
Ministry of Environment walking 
the line of science, policy advocacy, 
decision making and career longevity 
before stepping over the line and 
viewing it from the other side. After 
two years working for a major 
proponent and dealing with federal 
and provincial governments and their 
evolving policies, First Nations, NGOs, 
consultants and the public he is no 
longer sure there is a line – it’s more 
of a bog where professional biologists 
tread at peril.

This panel will explore the complex and seemingly conflicting roles 
of science, policy advocacy and decision-making. It is intended 
to foster constructive dialogue about the challenges associated 
with maintaining scientific integrity and meeting professional 
requirements in a range of situations, including politically-charged 
work environments, and to clarify expectations of members of 
the College in exercising objectivity and contemplating advocacy, 
personally or professionally.
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Walking the Line: 
Science, Policy Advocacy & Decision-making

Jeff Green, MSc, RPBio, PBiol 
Vice President, National Discipline 
Leader of Environmental Services 
Canada at Stantec Consulting Ltd.

Jeff Green has been involved in 
environmental studies and effects 
assessment for over 38 years.
He has spent most of his career 
in environmental consulting, 
supporting projects in a number 
of roles, including regulatory 
strategic advice; direction on 
assessment methodology and 
technical scope; guidance on 
environmental management, 
mitigation, and monitoring; 
completing senior reviews and 
serving as an expert witness.

He served two terms as President of 
the Alberta Society of Professional 
Biologists and two terms as 
President of the Association of 
Professional Biology of BC.

Chris Addison, RPBio 
Director of Resource Management (Peace-
Liard), BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, and 
Natural Resource Operations

Chris has been working as a biologist 
since 1994, developing a background 
in habitat management, amphibians, 
research, game management, stakeholder 
engagement, First Nations relations as 
well as legislation, regulation and policy 
development. Chris has worked as a 
consultant as well as for federal, state and 
provincial governments and other public 
programs. This broad background led him 
to his current role as Director of Resource 
Management for the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations in 
Fort St. John.

With the support of an invaluable 
team of professionals, Chris exercises 
statutory authority for the Wildlife Act 
in the most high profile and challenging 
land-use arena in the province. Chris has 
responsibilities for boreal and northern 
caribou recovery, LNG, coal development, 
game management, research, geo-spatial 
services, and First Nations relations. Chris 
lives in Fort St. John with his 2 children 
and maintains an on-again-off-again 
relationship with a banjo.
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SESSION I (9:30–11:15am)              

Local Governments, Natural 
Resource Professionals & the 
Environment 
 

PRESENTATION 
Local Governments & the Natural 
Environment – Preserving, Protecting, & 
Dealing with Regulatory Changes 
Carrie Baron, PEng   
Drainage & Environment Manager, City of Surrey 
 
PANEL DISCUSSION 
Blurring Lines of Authority: Local 
Governments & Environmental Initiatives 
Derek Corrigan, Mayor, City of Burnaby 
Josie Osborne, Mayor, District of Tofino 
Harold Steves, Councillor, City of Richmond 
Gwen Johansson, Mayor, District of Hudson’s 
Hope 

REFRESHMENT BREAK 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SESSION II (11:30am-12:45pm)             
Science & Policy 
 

PANEL DISCUSSION 
Walking the Line: Science, Policy 
Advocacy & Decision-making 
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Senior Environmental Coordinator at BC 
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Environmental Advisor at Pacific Northwest LNG 
 

Jeff Green, MSc, RPBio, PBiol                                    
Vice President, National Discipline Leader of 
Environmental Services Canada at Stantec 
Consulting Ltd.  
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Director of Resource Management (Peace-Liard), 
BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource 
Operations 
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SESSION III (1:30–2:30pm)     

First Nations & the Changing 
Landscape of Natural Resource 
Management in BC 
 
PRESENTATION 
Balancing Divergent Values in Natural 
Resource Decision-making  

Chris Addison, RPBio                                                
Director of Resource Management (Peace-Liard), 
BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource 
Operations 
 
PRESENTATION 
The Changing Authority of First Nations 
in the Management of Natural Resources 

Hannah Askew                                            
Staff Counsel, Aboriginal and Natural Resources 
Team, West Coast Environmental Law 
 
REFRESHMENT BREAK 
 
 
 
 

 
Has Science Become Just About Irrelevant in Informing Policy Debates? 

Dr. Bob Lackey                                                                                                            
Professor of Fisheries Science at Oregon State University 
 

Scientists and “Science-based” Policy 

Dr. Justina Ray (via video link)                                                                         
President & Senior Scientist at the Wildlife Conservation Society Canada  
 

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES AND CLOSING REMARKS (2:45-4:45pm) 

 

 

 

7:00am    REGISTRATION BEGINS 

7:15am     BUFFET BREAKFAST BEGINS 

8:00am    COLLEGE AGM                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

     

 

9:15am   CONFERENCE WELCOMING ADDRESSES     
Dr. Vanessa Craig, President, College of Applied Biology                                                      
Hon. Linda Reid, Speaker of the British Columbia Legislature                                                                                                                                    
Wes Shoemaker, Deputy Minister, Ministry of the Environment 
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Chris Addison, RPBio 
Director of Resource Management (Peace-Liard) 
BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations

Chris has been working as a biologist since 
1994, developing a background in habitat 
management, amphibians, research, game 
management, stakeholder engagement, 
First Nations relations as well as legislation, 
regulation and policy development. Chris has 
worked as a consultant as well as for federal, 
state and provincial governments and other 
public programs. This broad background led 
him to his current role as Director of Resource 
Management for the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations in 
Fort St. John.

With the support of an invaluable team 
of professionals, Chris exercises statutory 
authority for the Wildlife Act in the most 
high profile and challenging land-use arena 
in the province. Chris has responsibilities for 
boreal and northern caribou recovery, LNG, 
coal development, game management, 
research, geo-spatial services, and First 
Nations relations. Chris lives in Fort St. John 
with his 2 children and maintains an on-
again-off-again relationship with a banjo.

Hannah Askew 
Staff Counsel, Aboriginal and Natural Resources Team 

West Coast Environmental Law

Balancing Divergent 
Values in Natural Resource 

Decision-making 
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Chris Addison, RPBio 
Director of Resource Management (Peace-Liard) 
BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations

Hannah Askew 
Staff Counsel, Aboriginal and Natural Resources Team 

West Coast Environmental Law

Hannah Askew is a part of West Coast Environmental 
Law’s Aboriginal and Natural Resources law team. She is 

passionate about working at the intersection of Indigenous 
law and environmental protection. Prior to joining West 

Coast, Hannah produced legal syntheses on Coast Salish 
and Annishinabek law for the Indigenous Law Research Unit 

and the Accessing Justice and Reconciliation Project on 
“Revitalizing Indigenous Laws.” 

Hannah graduated from Osgoode Hall Law School and articled 
with Crown Law Office- Criminal where she participated in the 
Implementation Committee to address the recommendations 

of the Honourable Frank Iacobucci in his report on First Nations 
Representation on Ontario Juries.

 
Prior to becoming a lawyer, Hannah did graduate work 

in history and anthropology and taught in the Aboriginal 
Justice Studies program at the Native Education College in 

Vancouver. She also worked as a legal intern at the Centre for 
Minority Rights Development in Nairobi. 

Hannah’s roots are in BC where her family has lived on 
Okanagan, Secwepemc and Coast Salish territory for several 

generations. 

The Changing Authority of First Nations in the 
Management of Natural Resources
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Dr. Bob Lackey is a professor of 
fisheries science at Oregon State 
University. In 2008 he retired after 
27 years with the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s national 
research laboratory in Corvallis 
where he served as Deputy Director 
among other senior science and 
management jobs. Since his very 
first fisheries job mucking out 
raceways in a California trout 
hatchery, he has worked on an 
assortment of natural resource 
issues from various positions in 
government, academia, and the 
private sector. His professional 
assignments involved diverse 
aspects of natural resource 
management, but mostly he 
has operated at the interface 
between science and policy. He 
has published over 100 articles in 
scientific journals.

Dr. Lackey has long been an 
educator, having taught at five 
North American universities 
(including the University of 
Northern British Columbia) and 
he currently teaches a graduate 
course in ecological policy at 
Oregon State University. Canadian 
by birth (Kamloops), he is a U.S.-
Canadian dual-citizen living in 
Corvallis, Oregon.

Dr. Bob Lackey 
Professor of Fisheries Science at Oregon State University
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Scientists in natural resources, 
environmental science, ecology, 

conservation biology, and similar 
disciplines are collectively 

slipping into a morass that risks 
marginalizing the contribution 

of science to public policy. 
Advocating personal positions on 

ecological policy issues has become 
widely tolerated as acceptable 

professional behavior and is even 
encouraged by a substantial 

fraction of the scientific community. 
Public confidence that scientific 

information is technically accurate, 
policy relevant, and politically 

unbiased is central to informed 
resolution of environmental policy 

and regulatory issues that are often 
contentious, divisive, and litigious. 
Especially, scientists should watch 

for the often subtle creep of 
normative science (i.e., information 

that appears to be policy neutral, 
but contains an embedded 

preference for a particular policy or 
class of policies). Failing to do so 

risks marginalizing the essential role 
that science and scientists ought 
to play in informing decisions on 

important public policy questions.

Keynote Address

Has Science Become Just About 
Irrelevant in Informing Policy Debates?
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Dr. Justina Ray 
President & Senior Scientist at the Wildlife Conservation Society Canada 

Dr. Justina Ray has been President 
and Senior Scientist of Wildlife 
Conservation Society Canada 
since its incorporation in 2004. 
In addition to overseeing the 
operations of WCS Canada, 
Justina is involved in research 
and policy activities associated 
with land use planning and large 
mammal conservation in northern 
landscapes. Having worked for 
years in African and Asian tropical 
forests, North America has been 
her predominant geographic focus 
over the past decade. Justina 
has been appointed to numerous 
government advisory panels related 
to policy development for species 
at risk and land use planning in 
Ontario and Canada. She is the 
co-chair of the Terrestrial Mammals 
Subcommittee of The Committee 
on the Status of Endangered 
Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) and 
a member of the IUCN Taskforce on 
Biodiversity and Protected Areas. 
She has been editor or author of 3 
books and numerous peer-reviewed 
articles, and is Adjunct Professor at 
the University of Toronto (Faculty 
of Forestry) and Trent University 
(Biology Department).
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It is the oft-stated desire of 
members of the public and intention 

of decision makers that policies 
designed to address modern 

environmental problems be 
scientifically grounded (“science-” 

or “evidence-based “). However, the 
actual impact that science has on 

policy decisions is, in reality, highly 
variable in practice. Two challenges 

include: 1) the extent to which 
decision-making structures are built 

to separate scientific advice from 
political negotiations and how the 

various considerations are ultimately 
“balanced” and 2) the manner in 

which scientists themselves engage 
or are brought in by decision makers 
to provide scientific advice. Variable 
approaches to implementation can 

affect the degree to which scientific 
considerations actually inform or 

influence outcomes. Drawing from 
personal experience, particularly 

with provincial and federal species-
at-risk legislation in Canada, I 

will explore the variety of ways 
legislative and policy provisions 
intended to incorporate science 

advice can be implemented to 
preserve or, alternately, compromise, 

the integrity of scientific advice, 
often in unanticipated ways.

Keynote Address

Scientists and “Science-based” Policy



Thank you for participating in our 2015 Conference & AGM

College of Applied Biology
www.cab-bc.org
 (t) 250.383.3306

Connect with us on 
Facebook, Linked In, & 
Twitter (@CABiology)


