
 
 



 

 

    

 

 
 
 
    A Message from Premier Christy Clark  
 
     
 
 
 
 
 

As Premier of the Province of British Columbia, I would like to welcome everyone to the 2016 
College of Applied Biology Conference and AGM, here at the Sheraton Vancouver Airport 
Hotel. 
 
The field of Applied Biology is essential in managing BC’s natural resources and is key to the 
development and health of many of our province’s industries. I’m sure that this conference, 
using the theme of Turning a New Leaf, will be informative and stimulating as speakers address 
emerging trends and the evolving roles of Applied Biology professionals.   
 
Please accept my best wishes for a productive conference. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Christy Clark 
Premier 
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Message from the President 
Dr. Vanessa Craig, RPBio

On behalf of the College of Applied 
Biology Council and staff, it is my 

pleasure to welcome you to the 
12th College AGM and 5th Annual 

Conference, held this year on Earth Day.
 

A constant in natural resource 
management is change. Change in 

the expectations of natural resource 
professionals, change in the legislative 

framework within which we operate, 
and change in the natural environment 

within which we work and make our 
management recommendations 

and decisions. Our conference today 
brings together an eminent line-up of 

speakers who will discuss significant  
and recent areas of change in our 

country and our province that affect us 
as natural resource professionals. 

 
Thank you for attending this 

conference, where professional 
biologists, foresters, agrologists 

and affiliated professionals such as 
engineers, have the opportunity to 

meet and discuss issues that affect us 
all. I look forward to our interesting 

and productive discussions about how 
we can learn from and implement the 

examples discussed today which focus 
on stewardship, climate change, and 

science-based decision-making.
 

Best Regards,
Dr. Vanessa Craig, RPBio
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Dick Cannings, RPBio (Ret) 
Member of Parliament for South Okanagan-West Kootenay

 

9:00am Welcoming remarks
 Dr. Vanessa Craig, RPBio & College President
 Dr. Mark Zacharias, RPBio & Assistant Deputy Minister,    
 Environmental Protection Division, BC Ministry of the Environment

9:15am College Annual General Meeting

10:30am  Networking break

10:45am  Science in decision-making 
 Richard (Dick) Cannings, RPBio (Retired) & Member of Parliament   
 for South Okanagan-West Kootenay

11:30am  Panel: Lessons learned from the Great Bear Rainforest Initiative
 Dallas Smith, President Nanwakolas Council
 Bob Craven, RPF & Manager of Land Use, Interfor
 Dr. Jody Holmes, Project Director, Rainforest Solutions
 Rory Annett, RPF & Executive Director of Coastal Projects, BC    
 Ministry of Forests, Lands & Natural Resource Operations

12:30pm Networking lunch (provided)
 
1:15pm  Climate change: Roles & responsibilities of professional associations   
 & their members 
 Pierre Iachetti, PAg, RPP, Executive Director of the College of    
 Applied Biology

1:25pm  RPBios in Wonderland: Climate change meets biodiversity
 Dr. Fred Bunnell, RPBio (Retired) & Professor Emeritus, Forestry   
 Faculty, UBC

1:55pm Perspectives around climate change & enabling adaptation
 Marc Nelitz, RPBio & Business Area Leader in Climate Change    
 Adaptation, ESSA Technologies Ltd.

2:15pm Gathering members’ input on climate change priorities

2:40pm  Networking break

3:00pm Climate policy
 Dr. Andrew Weaver, climate scientist, Member of the Legislative   
 Assembly of BC & Leader of the Green Party of BC

3:30pm  Closing remarks

        SCHEDULE
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Dick Cannings, RPBio (Ret) 
Member of Parliament for South Okanagan-West Kootenay

A renowned natural historian, Richard 
was elected in 2015 as Member of 

Parliament for South Okanagan—West 
Kootenay.

Richard has worked tirelessly to protect 
BC’s great outdoors. He served for over 

a decade on the BC Environmental 
Appeal Board and for eight years as co-
chair on the Committee on the Status of 

Endangered Wildlife in Canada.

Author of a dozen award-winning 
books on the natural history of British 

Columbia, Richard was named BC’s 
Biologist of the Year by the Association 

of Professional Biologists in 1996. In 
2008, he was named an Honorary Fellow 

at Okanagan College.

Until his election, Richard served as a director on the board of the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada and worked with Bird Studies Canada, coordinating 

surveys on the status of Canada’s bird populations.

Richard’s local roots run deep. Like his father, he was born in Penticton, and 
grew up on a small orchard there. His mother hails from Summerland and his 

in-laws from the Grand Forks area. After working in the University of British 
Columbia’s Zoology Department for 15 years, Richard and his wife Margaret 

moved back to the Okanagan Valley in 1995. 

Science in decision-making
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Panel Discussion:
Lessons learned from the Great Bear Rainforest Initiative

Dallas Smith is the Founder, President and CEO 
of Nanwakolas Council, a cutting edge First 
Nations organization that protects and manages 
First Nation cultural values while building 
strategic opportunities and partnerships with 
government and industry to increase sustainable 
opportunities and employment. He is the son of 
a hereditary Chief, and has worked for his people 
since 1995 after recovering from a life changing 
motorcycle accident in which he became an 
amputee. Along with his wife, two-year old and 
newborn daughters, he splits his time between 
Campbell River and Duncan. 

Dallas’ pragmatic and straight-forward approach 
has made him a welcome addition to several Boards 
and Committees, including the Island Coastal 
Economic Trust, Coast Sustainability Trust, Coast 
Opportunity Fund, GeoScience BC, the Premiers 
Council on the Environment, the Ministers Council 
on Employment for Peoples with Disabilities, the 
BC Amputee Golf Association, and programs to 
support military veterans who have returned from 
war as amputees. 

Bob Craven, RPF, lives and works in 
Campbell River as the Manager of Land 
Use for Interfor Corporation, Coastal 
Woodlands.

He is a graduate from the British Columbia 
Institute of Technology and has over 35 
years of experience in the forest sector with 
both government and industry.

Bob is a Past President of the Association 
of BC Forest Professionals (ABCFP) and 
has served on many ABCFP committees 
—he is currently Chair of the Discipline 
Committee. He co-chairs the Coast 
Operations Issue Forum and is a member 
of the Provincial Forestry Forum.

In his spare time, Bob enjoys spending 
time travelling around the world with his 
wife Lisa, visiting with their five kids and 
grandson Henry, going to their cabin in 
the interior, and golfing.

On February 1, 2016 First Nations governments and the BC government, with the 
support of three environmental organizations and five forestry companies, announced 
that an agreement had been reached to permanently protect 85% or 3.1 million hectares 
of the Great Bear Rainforest from industrial logging. The final agreements also provide 
more certainty for the protection of values important to the 26 First Nations in the 
region, improves economic opportunities for many First Nations and increases certainty 
for the forest sector on the lands still available for timber harvesting.
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Panel Discussion:
Lessons learned from the Great Bear Rainforest Initiative

Jody Holmes, PhD, is the Project Director 
at Rainforest Solutions, a coalition of 
Greenpeace, ForestEthics Solutions and 
Sierra Club of BC. 

Jody has been working to achieve healthy 
human and ecological systems in the Great 
Bear Rainforest for 19 years and she was 
one of the primary architects for the Great 
Bear Rainforest agreements announced 
by First Nations and the Province of BC on 
February 1st 2016.  

She is passionate about systems thinking 
and finding durable, innovative solutions 
to seemingly insoluble problems through 
conflict resolution and consensus decision-
making. She has a PhD in biology, an 
eclectic mix of leadership and negotiation 
training, and professional certifications 
in quantum energy healing, body-based 
psychotherapy and Core Energetics. 

Rory Annett, RPF, is the Executive Director 
of Coastal Projects of the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands & Natural Resource Operations. Rory has 
worked for the BC government on coastal forest 
issues for 30 years. Much of his work has involved 
establishment of objectives for land and resource 
management; working with stakeholders, 
resource professionals and First Nations. He was 
the Planning Officer in the Campbell River 
Forest District during initiatives such as Parks 
and Wilderness for the 90’s, the Old Growth 
Strategy, and the Commission on Resources 
and Environment process on Vancouver Island. 

He has been a District Manager for the Ministry 
of Forests on Haida Gwaii and in Campbell River, 
and the Executive Director – Coastal Projects for 
the last four years. In his capacity as Executive 
Director, Rory worked to establish the North 
Pacific Landscape Conservation Cooperative – a 
consortium of international scientists working 
on climate change in the temperate rainforests 
of Western North America, and he also led the 
provincial negotiation team for the recently 
announced Great Bear Rainforest agreements.         

The fulfillment of the Great Bear Rainforest Agreement, almost eighteen years after 
this ambitious initiative was launched, is considered a milestone for the collaborative 

management of natural resources. This panel discussion will reflect on the varying 
objectives, experiences, and aftereffects for the parties involved in the Great Bear 

Rainforest Agreement, and consider whether a similar model can successfully be applied 
to other resource management initiatives.
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Pierre Iachetti, PAg, RPP
Executive Director, 
College of Applied Biology

Climate change: Roles & 
responsibilities of professional 
associations & their members 

Dr. Fred Bunnell, RPBio (Ret) 
Professor Emeritus, Forestry Faculty, UBC

The Joint Statement on Climate Change
In July of 2014, the College and four other professional and regulatory 
organizations released a joint statement on climate change. It was 
believed to be the first statement of its kind in the world that recognizes 
the role and responsibility of professional associations and their members 
to address climate change. 

In a nutshell, the Joint Statement on Climate Change:
•	 Acknowledges that climate change is occurring and that it has 

impacts on BC’s communities and ecosystems;
•	 Indicates that members of the professional associations have the 

essential knowledge and experience, as well as an ethical and 
professional responsibility to play a role in climate change mitigation 
and adaptation;

•	 Commits professional associations to better inform members of best 
practices in regards to climate change, to incorporate consideration 
of climate change into the practice requirements of members, and 
to collaborate with other professional associations and government 
agencies toward these ends;

•	 Recommends that government agencies at all levels invest in climate 
data acquisition, conduct gap analyses of existing laws and policies 
with respect to climate change considerations, and identify and 
support adaptation initiatives.  

In partnership with the Alberta Society of Professional Biologists, the College 
undertook a project in 2015-16 funded by Natural Resources Canada to a) 
better understand members’ perspectives, experience, and need for climate 
adaptation guidance; and b) to compile climate adaptation resources relevant 
to the varied work scenarios facing professional biologists. The resultant 
resources will be released later this spring. 

Also in response to the Joint Statement, the College Council decided to adopt 
a climate change theme for the 2016 Conference & AGM to raise members’ 
awareness of this important challenge for the biology profession. 

https://www.cab-bc.org/file-download/joint-statement-climate-change


Pierre Iachetti, PAg, RPP
Executive Director, 
College of Applied Biology
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RPBios in Wonderland: 
Climate change meets biodiversity

Dr. Fred Bunnell, RPBio (Ret) 
Professor Emeritus, Forestry Faculty, UBC

Native son, happily married parent and 
served on Ministry and Counsel of the 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers). 
He was educated at UBC, Zurich and 
Berkeley in the 60s —the last did not 
leave him unchanged. Fred joined 
the Faculty of Forestry at UBC in 1971 
and he was the founding Director of 
the Centre for Applied Conservation 
Biology from 1991 until 2001. 

Fred assumed the Forest Renewal BC 
Chair in Applied Conservation Biology 
in 1996 and held it until he retired 
from teaching in 2004 to be caregiver 
for his wife. He received over ten 
provincial, national and international 
awards for research and writing. 

Other than family and friends, he’s 
happiest about 4 things: chairing 
the Clayoquot Scientific Panel, 
creating the first co-management 
plan in Canada, seeing his efforts at 
sustaining biodiversity applied on 5 
continents, and being living proof of 
neuroplasticity (he can walk again).
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Marc Nelitz, RPBio 
Business Area Leader in Climate Change Adaptation, 
ESSA Technologies Ltd.

Perspectives around climate 
change & enabling adaptation

Marc is a Senior Systems Ecologist with 
ESSA in Vancouver, BC. His area of 
practice focuses on helping organizations 
strengthen the scientific defensibility and 
relevance of their actions to help them 
learn about what does and does not work 
in complex social-ecological systems with 
imperfect information and competing 
viewpoints of stakeholders. To do so he 
combines his soft skills of structured 
engagement with his hard skills of 
systems analysis. 

A large portion of his work focuses on 
helping clients understand and prepare 
for the biophysical impacts of climate 
change. Marc works on high stakes and 
contentious problems with a wide mix 
of organizations from across North 
America, which has recently involved 
evaluating polar bear tourism in western 
Hudson Bay, contributing to biodiversity 
monitoring in the oil sands of northern 
Alberta, and examining the role of 
freshwater conditions in the decline of 
sockeye salmon on the Fraser River for a 
federal judicial inquiry.
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Dr. Andrew Weaver 
Climate Scientist, Member of the Legislative Assembly 

of BC, and Leader of the Green Party of BC

Climate policy

Andrew Weaver is the Leader of the 
BC Green Party and the MLA for Oak 

Bay-Gordon Head. He has his BSc 
in Mathematics & Physics from the 

University of Victoria, a Certificate of 
Advanced Studies in Mathematics from 

Cambridge University, and a PhD in 
Applied Mathematics from the University 

of British Columbia.

Andrew is a climate scientist and 
Lansdowne Professor in the School of 
Earth and Ocean Sciences, University 

of Victoria. He was a lead author in the 
United Nations Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 
5th scientific assessments. Andrew has 

also published two books: “Keeping our 
Cool: Canada in a Warming World” and 

“Generation Us: The Challenge of Global 
Warming”.

Dr. Weaver is a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Canada, Canadian Meteorological 

and Oceanographic Society, American 
Association for the Advancement of 

Science, and the American Meteorological 
Society. In 2008 he was appointed to the 

Order of British Columbia. 



Please give us some feedback by completing a short survey 
about your experience: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZQYLTHC

Thank you for participating in our 2016 Conference & AGM!

College of Applied Biology
www.cab-bc.org
 (t) 250.383.3306

Connect with us on Facebook, Linked 
In, & Twitter (@CABiology)

Tweet about your experience! 
#CAB2016

#TurningANewLeaf

This program was printed on Rolland Enviro100, a paper which contains FSC-certified 100% post-
consumer fibre, certified EcoLogo, Processed Chlorine Free, and manufactured using biogas energy.


