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Annual General Meeting and Conference 
April 6, 2018 
Westin Wall Airport Centre, Richmond BC 

Connect with us on Facebook, Linked In and Twitter @CABiology

Tweet about your experience!  #CABiology2018
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2018 Conference and AGM

SCHEDULE

7:30–9:00 am  College AGM
 Breakfast starting at 7:30 am

9:00 am  Opening Remarks 
George Heyman, Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy

9:30–10:30 am  Panel Session #1:  
How Biologists Get Into Trouble: Jordan Fellner, 
Mel Kotyk, Mark Underhill

10:30–11:00 am  Refreshment and Networking Break 

11:00am - noon Concurrent Panel Discussions
 Panel Session 2A: Navigating Recent Changes in 

BC’s Water Sustainability Act:  
Julia Berardinucci, Oliver Brandes

 Panel Session 2B: Science Communications: 
What Can We Do Better?: Vanessa Craig,  
Guy Gilron, John Nightingale 

12:00–1:30 pm  Lunch and Keynote Address: Indigenous 
Relations for Biologists

 Bob Joseph, Indigenous Corporate Training 

1:30–2:30 pm  Concurrent Panel Discussions
 Panel 3A: Species at Risk Legislation and 

Current Status: Daphne Dolhaine, Steve Gordon, 
Blair Hammond

 Panel 3B: Climate Change Adaptation:  
John Clague, Karen Hunter, Tory Stevens

2:30–3:00 pm   Refreshment and Networking Break 

3:00–4:15 pm Panel Session #4: 
 Professional Reliance: Shaping the Future: Dave 

Clarke, Christine Houghton, Jennifer McGuire

4:15–4:20 pm Closing Remarks
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About the College

The College of Applied 
Biology Act was 
proclaimed in 2003 and 
is the only Act of its 
kind in Canada. Today, 
the College of Applied 
Biology regulates 
over 2,300 licensed 
biology professionals 
and ensures members 
are held accountable 
for their practice and 
conduct.

As a governance body, 
the College is committed 
to safeguarding the 
public interest by:

• Setting high entrance 
standards for entry 
into the College, 

• Ensuring the 
competency of 
College members 
through continuing 
professional 
development (CPD) 
requirements, 

• Holding applied 
biology practitioners 
accountable 
through Audit, 
Practice Review, and 
Discipline programs, 
and 

• Ensuring the 
integrity of members 
through the College 
Code of Ethics 
and addressing 
complaints 
concerning possible 
breaches of the Code 
of Ethics. 

On behalf of the College of Applied 
Biology Council and staff, it is my 
pleasure to welcome you to the 
14th College AGM and 7th annual 
conference!

Thank you for attending this 
conference for natural resource 
professionals, where professional 
biologists, technologists and 
technicians have the opportunity to 
meet with each other and discuss 
significant issues for our profession. 

Our theme this year is professional 
reliance; inspired by the current 
professional reliance review being 
undertaken by the Province. In 
addition to our panel of speakers who 
have been involved in the provincial 
review, our sessions also focus on 
aspects of professional reliance and 
how we as professionals can better 
meet our obligations, and learn where 
we need to take additional precautions 
in our work. With many opportunities 
for discussion and networking I know 
it will be an engaging and thought-
provoking day!

Best Regards,

Dr. Vanessa Craig, RPBio 
President, College of Applied 
Biology
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                           A MESSAGE FROM 
 

                         PREMIER JOHN HORGAN 
 
 
 

 
 
As Premier of the Province of British Columbia, it is my great pleasure to welcome 
everyone to the 2018 College of Applied Biology Conference and Annual General 
Meeting at the Westin Wall Centre in Richmond. 
 
This year’s focus, Professional Reliance: Shaping the Future, could not be timelier. 
British Columbia’s ongoing challenge rests in managing and protecting our natural 
diversity for present and future generations. The College of Applied Biology as a 
regulating body for our professional biologists in BC is essential in managing and 
preserving our province’s cherished natural resources and ecosystems, and is key to 
sustainable growth in the industry.  
 
I would like to acknowledge and commend the biology professionals here for the work 
they do in this province in supporting our rich and diverse environment. I would also 
like to thank the organizers of this event for bringing this conference to life, which is 
expected to have record-breaking turnout. I wish you all the best for a successful event! 
 
 
 
 

HONOURABLE JOHN HORGAN 
PREMIER OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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George Heyman was elected as the MLA for Vancouver-Fairview in 2013, and re-
elected in 2017.

Mr. Heyman was the executive director of Sierra Club BC, one of the province’s 
oldest environmental advocacy and education organizations. He also served three 
terms as president of the BC Government and Service Employees’ Union (BCGEU). 
In both organizations, he was a respected negotiator and a strong fiscal manager, 
running consistent budget surpluses.

Mr. Heyman has been a faculty member of Simon Fraser University’s Dialogue and 
Negotiation program, teaching courses in multi-party negotiations and collaborative 
decision-making. He has guest lectured at a number of universities in BC and 
abroad, and served on advisory committees for post-graduate and undergraduate 
degree programs at three BC universities.

He is a passionate advocate for issues facing his constituents, including education, 
health care, the arts, child care, workers’ rights, transit, affordable housing, 
environmental responsibility and climate action. He also advocates for a more 
sustainable, modern and diverse economy.

Opening Remarks
The Honourable George Heyman, MLA, 

BC Minister of  Environment  
and Climate Change
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Lunchtime Keynote Presentation:  
Indigenous Relations for Biologists

Bob Joseph, President, Indigenous Corporate Training

Bob Joseph, founder of Indigenous Corporate Training Inc., has provided training on 
Indigenous relations since 1994. As a certified Master Trainer, Bob has assisted both 
individuals and organizations in building Indigenous relations. His Canadian clients 
include all levels of government, Fortune  500 companies, financial institutions 
including the World Bank, small and medium-sized corporate enterprises, and 
Indigenous Peoples. He has worked internationally for clients in the United States, 
Guatemala, Peru and New Caledonia in the South Pacific. In 2006, Bob co-facilitated 
a worldwide Indigenous Peoples’ round table in Switzerland which included 
participants from the United Nations, Australia, New Zealand, North, Central and 
South America, Africa and the Philippines. 

Bob additionally has worked as an associate professor at Royal Roads University. He 
has an educational background in Business Administration and International Trade. 
As an author and co-author, he has contributed to a number of resources relating 
to working with Indigenous Peoples. Bob Joseph is an Indigenous person, or more 
specifically a status Indian, and is a member of the Gwawaenuk Nation.

Follow Bob on Twitter @wewap
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Panel Session #1: 9:30 - 10:30 am   
How Biologists Get Into Trouble

Jordan Fellner,  
Commercial Account Manager, HUB 
International Insurance Brokers
Jordan is a Canadian Accredited Insurance Broker  
(CAIB), a Canadian Risk Manager (CRM), and a Chartered 
Insurance Professional (CIP). His clients include the consulting, 
engineering, environmental, contracting, manufacturing, 
marine and transportation industries, and include operations 
as diverse as environmental and information technology 
consultants, reclamation and remediation operations, 
watercraft marinas and international aircraft operations. He 
coordinates the Errors and Omissions liability insurance 
programs for several Canadian professional associations.

Mark Underhill, Partner, Arvay-Finlay LLP
Mark is a graduate of the Faculty of Law, University of Victoria. 
His areas of interest focus on administrative, environmental, 
aboriginal and constitutional law, and he maintains a civil 
litigation practice and teaches environmental law at the 
University of Victoria. Mark is the former President and chair 
of the board of directors of the West Coast Environmental 
Law Association and was selected by his peers to be included 
in Best Lawyers in Canada in the areas of aboriginal law, 
administrative and public law, and environmental law.

Mel Kotyk, RPBio, Director, Aboriginal 
Negotiations Division, Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada
Mel was the first President of the College of Applied Biology, 
being appointed by the Provincial Legislature and then 
elected by the members during the inaugural election.  After 
President, he was appointed as the Chair of the Discipline 
Committee in 2003 and remains in that position today.  He 
works for the Department of Fisheries and Oceans as the 
Director of the Aboriginal Negotiations Division overseeing 
a team of negotiators advancing Treaty and Reconciliation 
agreements with First Nations across the province.
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Panel Session #2A: 11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Navigating Recent Changes in BC’s  
Water Sustainability Act

Julia Berardinucci, PAg, Director, Water 
Strategies and Conservation, B.C. Ministry of  
Environment and Climate Change Strategy
Being an inter-disciplinary thinker, Julia has worked across 
a wide range of the BC Government’s natural resource 
programs through her 20 years with the Province. In 2015, 
Julia transitioned from being an implementer of laws as a 
statutory decision maker in the South Coast region to a 
policy developer for the Water Sustainability Act with the 
Water Protection and Sustainability Branch.  She has an MSc 
in Resource Management and Environmental Studies from 
UBC and is a Professional Agrologist registered with the BC 
Institute of Agrologists.

Oliver Brandes, Co-Director, POLIS Project 
University of  Victoria
Oliver is an economist and lawyer by training and a trans-
disciplinarian by design. He is the Associate Director at the 
University of Victoria’s Centre for Global Studies and leads 
the POLIS Water Sustainability Project, focusing on water 
sustainability, sound resource management, public policy 
development, and ecologically-based legal and institutional 
reform. He is a founding member of the national Forum for 
Leadership on Water (FLOW), which he co-chairs, and is 
an advisor to numerous national, provincial and local water 
organizations, governments and funders. He is currently 
a technical advisor to the BC Ministry of Environment, 
supporting the ongoing development of the provincial Water 
Sustainability Act.
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Panel Session #2B: 11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Science Communication:  
What Can We Do Better? 

Dr. John Nightingale, President and CEO , 
Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre
John has been responsible for the development and operation 
of some of the world’s best aquariums and programs to 
engage with the public in new and meaningful ways. During 
his 24 years at the Vancouver Aquarium, he has guided the 
expansion of the Aquarium’s leadership in conservation, 
education and research. John has an MS in Fisheries Biology 
and a PhD in salmon physiology from the University of 
Washington, Seattle WA.

Guy Gilron, RPBio,  
Senior Environmental Scientist/Principal, 
Borealis Environmental Consulting Inc.
Guy holds an MSc (Marine Ecology), a BSc (Biology), with 
28 years’ experience in ecotoxicology and environmental 
risk and impact assessment. He has managed numerous 
aquatic monitoring programs in both freshwater and marine 
ecosystems. Guy currently works as an environmental scientist 
in the mining industry, with a water quality focus. He is a 
Senior Editor for Integrated Environmental Assessment and 
Management, and has recently joined the Board of Wildlife 
Preservation Canada. Guy serves on the College Audit and 
Practice Review Committee.

Dr. Vanessa Craig, RPBio, President,  
College of  Applied Biology
Vanessa has served on the College of Applied Biology Council 
for eight years, serving for the last four years as President. 
In addition to volunteering with the College, Vanessa works 
as a consulting biologist and has 30 years of experience as 
a conservation biologist, working on small mammals, bats 
and amphibians. Through her work with the College, and 
as a professional biologist, she’s given a lot of thought to 
professional communication - how to do it, and what to 
include, particularly in professional reports and other types 
of professional communication. A topic she’s recently been 
thinking about is the difference between a ‘professional 
opinion’ and an opinion held by a professional. .
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Panel Session #3A: 1:30 - 2:30 pm  
Species at Risk Legislation & Current Status

Blair Hammond, Director, Canadian Wildlife 
Service Pacific Region
Based at the Pacific Wildlife Research Centre in Delta, BC, 
Blair is responsible for delivering on Environment and Climate 
Change Canada’s migratory bird conservation, species at risk 
and protected areas programs for British Columbia and the 
Canadian Pacific. He has an academic background in history 
and anthropology, holds a MSc in conservation biology, and 
has worked as a biologist and conservation program manager 
for more than 20 years. An avid outdoor enthusiast, he lives in 
Vancouver.

Daphne Dolhaine, Director of  Conservation 
Policy, BC Ministry of  Environment and 
Climate Change Strategy
Daphne works with a team of biologists and policy analysts to 
deliver on a variety of conservation objectives including the 
environmental mitigation policy, provincial recovery plans, and 
ministerial orders under the Government Actions Regulation. 
She currently leads the initiative to develop new provincial 
legislation for Species at Risk. Daphne has worked with the 
Ministry for over 15 years in several roles including Manager 
of the Integrated Pest Management Program and lead of 
legislation and regulations for the Spill Response Regime 
Project. She has a degree in Microbiology from the University 
of Victoria. 

Steve Gordon, RPBio, PAg, Manager, 
Biodiversity and Conservation, BC Ministry 
of  Environment and Climate Change Strategy
Steve is the Manager of Biodiversity and Conservation for 
the provincial government, and recently led development of 
provincial plans for coastal Northern Goshawk and Marbled 
Murrelet. He is also the lead for management of recreation 
issues related to caribou. He is a member of the Northern Wild 
Sheep and Goat Council Executive Committee, an Auditor 
for the College of Applied Biology, and co-chairs the Science 
and Conservation Committee for the Rocky Mountain Goat 
Alliance. Steve is a Registered Professional Biologist and 
Professional Agrologist with a BSc in Biology from Simon 
Fraser University and a MSc in Environment and Management 
from Royal Roads University. 
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Panel Session #3B: 1:30 - 2:30 pm  
Climate Change Adaptation

Karen Hunter, Climate Change Adaptation 
Program Lead, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Karen is the Climate Change Adaptation Program Lead in 
the Marine Spatial Ecology and Analysis section in Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada’s Ecosystem Sciences Division. Her 
work focuses on the resilience of social-ecological systems 
to environmental variation and climate change, and how to 
incorporate climate-linked science into management advice. 
She has developed a novel climate change vulnerability 
assessment to determine climate impacts on historic fishing 
grounds by evaluating barriers embedded in management 
and governance practices.  

Dr. John Clague, Professor Emeritus,  
Simon Fraser University
John worked as a Research Scientist with the Geological 
Survey of Canada for over 20 years. In 1998 he accepted a 
faculty position in Department of Earth Sciences at Simon 
Fraser University and is currently Director of the Centre for 
Natural Hazard Research. John is a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Canada, former President of the Geological Association 
of Canada, and Past-President of the International Union for 
Quaternary Research and APEGBC.

Tory Stevens, Protected Areas Applied 
Ecologist (Terrestrial), BC Parks
Tory has been working in BC since 1983 and she has been with 
the provincial government since 1999. Her interest in climate 
change adaptation began in 2002 with BC Parks where she 
currently works with the conservation group in Victoria. She 
attended graduate school at the University of Washington 
where she forged many collaborative relationships that have 
been useful for pursuing transboundary research.
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Panel Session #4: 3:00 - 4:15 pm 
Professional Reliance: Shaping the Future

Christine Houghton, Executive Director, 
College of  Applied Biology
Christine has worked on strategic policy, legislation, 
intergovernmental relations, governance and environmental 
management for over 25 years. She worked for the BC 
Ministry of Environment for 15 years, and led the revision of 
professional reliance model legislative and regulatory changes 
in the Environmental Protection Division including the 
Integrated Pest Management Act, the Recycling Regulation, 
and a number of Codes of Practice under the Environmental 
Management Act. Christine became Executive Director of the 
College of Applied Biology in February 2017.

Jennifer McGuire, PAg, Assistant Deputy 
Minister, Environmental Sustainability and 
Strategic Policy Division, BC Ministry of  
Environment and Climate Change Strategy
Jennifer has worked for the Province since 1991. Her 
responsibilities have included fish and wildlife management, 
species at risk, flood hazard management, parks management, 
degraded water quality in the Elk Valley, and the response and 
remediation following the Mount Polley Tailings Impoundment 
breach. She is currently leading biologists and professional 
staff in the development of endangered species legislation for 
BC as well as leading the Professional Reliance Review for the 
Ministry. She is a Professional Agrologist, as well as a past-
President with the BC Institute of Agrologists. 

Dave Clarke, Executive Director, Forest 
Practices Board
As the Executive Director of the Forest Practices Board, 
Dave sees examples of the interpretation of professional 
reliance across the province, as it applies to implementation 
of the Forest and Range Practices Act. This exposure to the 
professional reliance model, in consideration of Dave’s 35 
years of ‘on the ground’ experience and almost six years as 
Executive Director, provides for some insight to share with the 
audience. Dave graduated from the BCIT Forestry Program in 
1977, registered as a forest professional in 1990 and has worked 
across the province in consulting, logging and marketing.
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The Linda Michaluk Scholarship Fund 
The Linda Michaluk Scholarship (LMS) is a scholarship of $2,500 awarded 
annually to successful candidates. Scholarship applicants should be 
enrolled in a full-time Canadian graduate program of study that is 
relevant to the advancement of science-informed decision making, or 
to the development of laws and regulations that affect the practice of 
natural resource management. Scholarship recipients are expected to 
provide a copy of a thesis or research report related to one of these 
areas at the conclusion of their program.

This year’s recipient: Emily Sunter

Please Donate to the 
Scholarship Fund

Tax deductible donations may be 
sent to the Victoria Foundation 
at #200 - 703 Broughton St, 
Victoria, BC V8W 1E2 or online at 
victoriafoundation.bc.ca. Please 
note that your contribution is for 
the Linda Michaluk Scholarship 
Fund. To donate by credit card, 
call the Victoria Foundation office 
at 250.381.5532.

Emily is a graduate student at the University 
of British Columbia, Okanagan. Her thesis 
“Human-carnivore interactions: Factors 
affecting spatial and temporal variation”, will 
focus on factors contributing to both conflict 
interactions (e.g., physical attacks and property 
damage) and non-conflict interactions (i.e., 
animal, property and person remain unharmed). 
This study will help communities and wildlife 
agencies better understand and manage the 
factors that contribute to human-carnivore 
interactions.

Emily’s personal goals include learning how to be a better scientist, 
developing expertise in wildlife management, and contributing to the 
body of work broadening understanding of human-wildlife interactions 
beyond conflict.  

 

Raffle! Prizes!  
Support 

Scholarships!
Be sure to get your raffle 
tickets at the conference 

registration desk. All proceeds 
to the Linda Michaluk Fund. 
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Thank you for participating in our 2018 
Conference and AGM!

College of Applied Biology 
www.cab-bc.org 
(t) 250.383.3306

Connect with us on Facebook, Linked In and 
Twitter @CABiology

Tweet about your experience! 
#CABiology2018


