
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL MEETING 

Friday, January 24
th

, 2014 

Holiday Inn, 10720 Cambie Road, Richmond, BC, V6X 1K8 

 

Present:  Brian Churchill (Chair), David Hughes, Vanessa Craig, Brian Clark, Garry Alexander, 

Warren Warttig, Ross Murray, Chris Maundrell, Hoberly Hove, Maureen McDermid, Paul 

McElligott (by phone), Janet Rygnestad (by phone)  

Staff:  Pierre Iachetti (Executive Director), Linda Stordeur (Registrar), Rebecca Mersereau 

(Assistant Registrar) 

Apologies for Absence:  Mel Kotyk (Ex-officio), Chris Johnson (Ex-officio) 

 

MINUTES 

 

Call to order: by Brian Churchill at 1:08pm. 

 

Adoption of the Agenda 

MOTION to adopt the agenda as presented: moved by Hoberly Hove, seconded by Ross 

Murray.  Carried 

 

Adoption of Minutes and review of Action Items from November 29, 2013 (attachment) 

MOTION to adopt the minutes of November 29
th

, 2013 as presented: moved by Chris 

Maundrell, seconded by Vanessa Craig.  Carried  

Report on previous action items 

1. Staff to seek more information about the McTaggart-Cowan Project Funding Request 

Discussed during ‘Other Business’ in this meeting. 

2. Staff to report on costs, attendance, and outcomes of the 2013 Roadshows 

Discussed during ‘Other Business’ in this meeting. 

3. Create CAB emails for Council members 

To occur in March following the election and the transition to a new website and email 

server host. 

4. Discuss options to recognize significant contributions from College members 



 

 

The Committee of the Whole tasked the Executive Committee with developing 

recommendations prior to the AGM. 

5. All committees to provide updates on their work plans at all Council meetings 

Ongoing 

6. Use the GIC maturing in December to up the legal fund to $350,000, seed the Linda 

Michaluk fund with $10,000 and allocate the balance to a contingency fund 

Completed by Pierre Iachetti and Kathy Gallegos 

7. Identify appropriate prizes for winning presentations at the Pacific Ecology and 

Evolution Conference and arrange for College participation in judging 

Discussed during ‘Other Business’ in this meeting. 

MOTION to receive summary of action items from November 29
th

, 2013: moved by Garry 

Alexander, seconded by Warren Warttig.  Carried  

 

President’s Report (attachment) 

 Suggestion to fix two errors in last paragraph of Brian’s report before it is published in 

College Matters. 
 

MOTION to accept the President’s report as amended: moved by Brian Churchill, seconded 

by Vanessa Craig.  Carried 

 

Executive Director’s Report (attachment) 

Report highlights:  

 Interviewing a potential co-op graduate student with a law background to help with a 

variety of initiatives. 

 Update on Discipline Committee activities: more information on cases is now available 

on website.  A legal opinion on the disclosure of information to Council concerning 

discipline cases suggested maintaining the status quo. 

 Discussion with Sharon Glover revealed some possible areas for collaboration with the 

Association of British Columbia Forestry Professionals (ABCFP) (e.g. cumulative 

effects). 

 The British Columbia Institute of Agrologists (BCIA) and the Planning Institute of 

British Columbia (PIBC) are also interested in moving to right to practice legislation. 

Discussion on the report: 

 It was suggested that the College should clarify what a move to ‘Right to Practice’ 

legislation would mean for members before discussing it more publically 

 The Council supports sending Pierre Iachetti and Warren Warttig to attend the ABCFP 

AGM on February 12-14
th

. 



 

 

MOTION to accept the Executive Director’s report as presented: moved by Maureen 

McDermid, seconded by Chris Maundrell. Carried 

 

Registrar’s report (attachment)  

 Linda Stordeur reported that the College membership growth is healthy. 

 Approximately 80% of projected 2014 dues have been received. 

MOTION to accept the Registrar’s Report: moved by Ross Murray, seconded by Warren 

Warttig.  Carried 

 

Committee Reports 

Audit and Practice Review Committee Report (attachment) 

Warren presented his annual report prepared for the special AGM edition of College Matters 

 

Communications Committee Report (attachment) 

Highlights provided by Maureen McDermid: 

 One expression of interest for Editorial board has been received; notification to solicit 

additional applications will be sent out in a College Notice. 

 The committee’s work plan is up to date: it was reviewed at the January 23
rd

 meeting and 

there is ongoing discussion about how to assign metrics to track progress. The need for 

more advanced or refined goals is now apparent as some preliminary objectives are met. 

 Maureen McDermid distributed a summary of the results of the members’ survey. Survey 

analysis and the development of conclusions are still ongoing.  The survey results will 

provide an indication of what other surveys should be undertaken to better understand 

subsets of the membership or particular issues of interest to them. 

MOTION to approve the final report on results of the member survey as presented: moved 

by Maureen McDermid, seconded by Brian Clark.  Carried 

MOTION to approve the new website as presented and move it forward for presentation at 

the AGM: moved by Maureen McDermid, seconded by Chris Maundrell.  Carried 

 

Credentials Committee Report (verbal) 

 Linda Stordeur indicated that 14 applications in are currently in circulation and more are 

in the queue. 

MOTION to receive the Credentials Committee report: moved by Garry Alexander, 

seconded by Warren Warttig.  Carried 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Discipline Committee Report (verbal) 

 Pierre Iachetti indicated that the committee received legal advice to maintain the status 

quo with respect to publishing subject member’s name upon the issuance of a citation and 

avoiding the disclosure of substantive information concerning active discipline cases to 

Council.  Although non-members must be present to have quorum, the Discipline 

Committee is not recommending a requirement that a non-member signs off on decisions 

in order to prevent them from having special veto power. 

 Discussion about how much information Council wants to be reported from the 

Discipline Committee about active cases: 

o The Discipline Committee recommends dealing with them on a case-by-case basis 

and moving In Camera if needed for confidential discussions.  

o Maureen McDermid indicated that Council should know more about the 

discipline process to know how to respond to members’ concerns, such as those 

identified in the survey. 

o Warren Warttig indicated that the Audit and Practice Review Committee would 

like to know more information about discipline trends, such as what parts of the 

Code of Ethics are being breached.   

o Vanessa Craig suggests Council needs to have enough information to know 

whether the discipline process is working effectively. 

 The Discipline Committee submitted a recommendation to Council to stop the use of the 

web exclusion mechanism for selective publishing of discipline sanctions.  

MOTION to stop the use of the web exclusion mechanism: Maureen McDermid, seconded 

by Vanessa Craig.  Carried 

MOTION to receive the Discipline Committee report: Ross Murray, seconded by Vanessa 

Craig.  Carried 

 

Ethics Committee Report (verbal) 

 Vanessa Craig indicated that the committee continues to work on the development of a 

new Ethics course platform. 

MOTION to receive the Ethics Committee report: moved by Vanessa Craig, seconded by 

Maureen McDermid.  Carried 

 

Finance Committee Report (balance sheet and draft 2014 budget were projected) 

 Chris Maundrell reviewed the updated balance sheet showing 2013 revenues and 

expenses. 

MOTION to allocate $25,000 for the joint project on RAR with the Association of 

Professional Engineers and Geoscientists (APEGBC): moved by Chris Maundrell, seconded 

by Maureen McDermid.  Carried 



 

 

MOTION to allocate $151,000 from the previous year’s surplus to the contingency fund to 

raise it to $300K (approximately 6 months operating funds) and to set criteria for drawing 

down the contingency fund to a motion approved by Council: moved by Chris Maundrell, 

seconded by Garry Alexander.  Carried 
 

 Chris Maundrell reviewed the draft 2014 budget and highlighted the following: there are 

notable increases in expenditures for advertising and promotions, in Ethics Committee 

expenses for the development of a new Ethics Course, and in Audit and Practice review 

Committee expenses for the development of a practice review process.  The draft 2014 

budget projects a modest surplus. 

MOTION to approve the 2014 budget as presented: moved by Chris Maundrell, seconded 

by Ross Murray.  Carried 

 

Discussion of the Linda Michaluk Scholarship Fund 

 The Fund has been set up with the Victoria Foundation, who will award the money to 

recipients, and it was suggested that in the future, corporate contributions will be 

encouraged to top up the fund. 

 Draft criteria for the award of the scholarship were circulated and the need for the 

establishment of a Committee to review applications and make recommendations to 

Council was identified. 

 The first award cannot be granted in time for presentation at the AGM, but an 

announcement of the establishment of the scholarship should be made at that time. 

MOTION to appoint a standing Linda Michaluk Scholarship fund Committee, consisting of 

Chris Maundrell (appointed Chair), Ross Murray, and Warren Warttig for a term of two 

years: moved by Ross Murray, seconded by Brian Clark.  Carried 

 

Nominations Committee Report (verbal) 

 Brian Churchill updated Council on the full slate of nominations received 

ACTION: Linda Stordeur to find out why there are separate elections for the one year and 

two year terms. 

MOTION to receive the Nominations Committee report: moved by Brian Churchill, 

seconded by Brian Clark.  Carried 

 

Executive Committee Report  

 No report received 

 

Committee of the Whole Report (attachment) 

 A report was received with two motions: 



 

 

1. MOTION to recommend that Council approve the ethics course plan as outlined in the 

Ethics Committee report to the Committee of the Whole: moved by Vanessa Craig.  

Carried. 

2. MOTION to discuss an action plan for the development of a whitepaper on the loss of 

scientific information/data during the Council meeting: moved by Brian Churchill.  

Carried 
 

MOTION to adopt the motions arising from the Committee of the Whole meeting as set out 

above: moved by Ross Murray, seconded by Warren Warttig.  Carried 

 

Other Business 

PLUS3 Conference & AGM update (attachment) 

 Rebecca Mersereau distributed a conference planning update and draft agenda  

 Suggestions were solicited for the content of the College’s presentation timeslot during 

the conference: Maureen McDermid suggested a 10-year retrospective featuring all Past 

Presidents and the newly elected president. 

 

ACTION: Rebecca Mersereau to determine the availability and willingness of the College’s 

Past Presidents to participate in a panel discussion during the Conference on March 7
th

. 

 

 The Council determined that the unveiling of the new website should occur during the 

AGM, and suggested setting up a computer station to allow people to view or explore the 

new website. 
 

MOTION to receive the Conference & AGM report: moved by Garry Alexander, seconded 

by Maureen McDermid.  Carried. 

 

 Pierre Iachetti raised the possibility of securing corporate sponsorships for the 

Conference and asked for suggestions of companies to approach. 

 Discussion on the motion below to pursue sponsors revealed many Councillors would 

prefer to first establish criteria for soliciting sponsorships. 

 

MOTION for staff to pursue sponsors for the 2014 Conference in return for advertising in the 

conference booklet: moved by Chris Maundrell, seconded by Ross Murray. 2 in favour, 10 

opposed: defeated. 

 

MOTION to have staff develop a rationale for soliciting sponsorship for future conferences 

or College Matters publications: moved by Hoberly Hove, seconded by Brian Clark.  Carried 

 

Cowan Project funding request update (attachment) 

MOTION to approve the allocation of $2,500 contribution for the McTaggart Cowan Project 

from the advertising/promotions budget: moved by Warren Warttig, seconded by Vanessa 

Craig.  Carried 



 

 

Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference funding request update (attachment) 

 The Organizing Committee is not comfortable with a cash prize and has instead requested 

gift certificates.  

 A motion made at the previous Council meeting to authorize the expenditure of $500 for 

prizes for the best presentations in applied biology stands. 

ACTION: staff to set up a display booth at the event, award prize(s) and ensure a College 

representative is involved in the judging. 

 

General policy on evaluating funding requests (attachment) 

 Pierre presented a draft policy for review.  

 Council gave direction to make one amendment to indicate that recommendations about 

whether to support initiatives and at which funding levels will be made by staff, not 

Council. 

 The Finance Committee will include a line item in future budgets for such funding 

requests so decisions can rest with staff.  Additional proposals would not be considered 

after the budget is expired. 

MOTION to approve the Policy and Procedure for Considering Requests for Funding: moved 

by Garry Alexander, seconded by Warren Warttig.  Carried 

 

2014 Member outreach and communication – info session 

 There was no budget allocated for holding information sessions for members in 2014.  

This will be reconsidered in 2015. 

 

Adjournment 

MOTION to adjourn at 3:43pm: moved by Hoberly Hove. Carried 

 

Meeting Monitor appointed for the next meeting: Ross Murray. 

 

DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:      March 8
th

, 2014  

   Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel, Richmond BC 

   Time: to follow CoW 
 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Brian Churchill, R.P.Bio.      Linda Stordeur, R.P.Bio.                

President       Registrar 


