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Council Meeting  
 

November 27, 2015 

Fraser Room, Holiday Inn Vancouver Airport, Richmond, BC 

 

Participants: Vanessa Craig (President), Garry Alexander (Executive Vice-President), Chris 
Maundrell (Vice-President and Treasurer; left at 4:41pm), Raychl Lukie, Jocelyn White, David 
Hughes, Maureen McDermid, Warren Warttig, Alexandra Tait, Brian Clark (absent from 2-3pm), 
Steve Gordon (by phone), Derek Marcoux (by phone), Chris Johnson (by phone) Pierre Iachetti 
(Executive Director), Linda Stordeur (Registrar), Rebecca Mersereau (Assistant Registrar) 

Regrets: Cairine Green 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER BY VANESSA CRAIG AT 1:02PM 

 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

MOTION to adopt the agenda as presented: Brian Clark, seconded by Raychl Lukie. Carried 

 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES AND REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS FROM AUGUST 29 AND 
OCTOBER 17, 2015 MEETINGS 

Proposed amendment for the August 29 minutes: Brian Churchill was absent. 

MOTION to adopt the minutes as amended from August 29, 2015: Alexandra Tait, seconded 
by Raychl Lukie. Carried 

MOTION to adopt the minutes from October 17, 2015 as circulated: Brian Clark, seconded by 
Jocelyn White. Carried 

The Executive Director provided an overview of outstanding action items from previous 
Council meetings.  

 

4. PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

Vanessa Craig provided highlights from her written report.  

MOTION to receive the President’s report: Chris Maundrell, seconded by Maureen 
McDermid. Carried 

 

5. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
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The Executive Director provided highlights from his written report, and added that officials 
from the Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations indicated an intent to 
look into the Ministry’s new hiring toolkit and meet with the College again in January.  

MOTION to receive the Executive Director’s report: Alexandra Tait, seconded by David 
Hughes. Carried 

ACTION: The Executive Director will request a copy of the Association of BC Forest 
Professional’s report on cumulative effects. 

 

6. REGISTRAR’S & CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT    

Chris Johnson indicated that the Credentials Committee would like to help ensure a more 
timely application process and identified several administrative mechanisms to help facilitate 
this. 

At their recent meeting, the Credentials Committee was quite receptive to a new professional 
category that would be suited to those with an environmental science backgrounds. Chris 
Johnson and Joyce Boone are going to look at existing environmental science programs 
across the country to help identify appropriate academic qualifications for the new category.   

MOTION to receive the Registrar and  Credential Committee’s report: Brian Clark, seconded 
by Raychl Lukie. Carried 

 

Council reviewed the ‘Confirmation of Volunteer Experience Form’: 

Proposed amendment: ‘the applicant may claim a maximum of’ seven months of volunteer 
experience.  

MOTION: for Council to approve the Confirmation of Volunteer Experience form, as 
amended: Chris Johnson, seconded by Jocelyn White. Carried 

 

Council reviewed the ‘Professional Report Authorship Declaration Form’:  

Proposed amendments: fix the typo ‘had lead role’, and remove the extra bracket. 

MOTION for Council to approve the Professional Report Authorship Declaration form, as 
amended: Chris Johnson, seconded by Jocelyn White. Carried 

 

Council reviewed various proposed Rule changes: 

The Registrar reviewed proposed Rule changes for enacting the applied biology technician 
category (Schedule 3). Council suggested several wording and formatting revisions. 

MOTION to adopt Schedule 3 as amended: Garry Alexander, seconded Chris Maundrell. 
Carried 

The Registrar reviewed the proposed changes to Schedule 6 that would accompany the 
previous rule changes regarding the Technician category. One amendment was suggested 
for section 6.6.2.3 – to remove the statement about payment. 

MOTION to approve Rule 6 as amended: Maureen McDermid, seconded by Alexandra Tait. 
Carried 

The Registrar reviewed the proposed changes to Rule 7 regarding members’ rights and 
obligations. Revisions were proposed. 
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MOTION to approve Rule 7 as amended: Chris Maundrell, Alexandra Tait. Carried 

The Registrar provided an overview of ‘on leave’ rules from other regulatory organizations 
and sought direction on whether to bring the time limit for reinstatement in line with the recent 
Rule change for retired members seeking to re-enter the College. 

The Council agreed with aligning the reinstatement timeframes to three years, and suggested 
several additional revisions. There was a brief discussion of capping reinstatement dues.  

ACTION: Re-visit the discussion of capping reinstatement dues at a later time.  

MOTION to approve Rule 8 as amended: Garry Alexander, seconded by Maureen 
McDermid. Carried.  

 

Council discussed dues for the new Applied Biology Technician category: 

The Registrar noted that the College must hold a referendum to vote on dues for this new 
category.  

MOTION: Council recommends that the following fee structure be adopted for Applied 
Biology Technicians and Applied Biology Technicians in Training: $100 and $50 respectively: 
Chris Maundrell, seconded by Maureen McDermid. Carried 

MOTION to set the application fees at $80 and $50 for Applied Biology Technicians and 
Applied Biology Technicians in Training, respectively: Chris Maundrell, seconded by Jocelyn 
White. Carried 

Chris Maundrell suggested combining the referendum with Council elections.  

MOTION for staff to prepare the referendum to establish dues for Applied Biology 
Technicians and Applied Biology Technicians In training, to go out in early January: Chris 
Maundrell, seconded by Jocelyn White. Carried 

 

7. ASSISTANT REGISTRAR’S REPORT   

The Assistant Registrar reported on progress made in planning for the 2016 Conference, and 
that a new working group was recently struck to provide Council with recommendations to 
improve support for in training and student members. 

MOTION to receive the Assistant Registrar’s Report: Jocelyn White, seconded by Chris 
Maundrell. Carried 

There was a brief discussion about changing the format of the conference to reduce costs 
and time required for planning the event. Suggestions included not providing breakfast or 
promotional items, and considering a half-day event with CPD courses as an alternative. 

ACTION: The Assistant Registrar will contact the Sheraton venue to find out about cost 
implications of a change in the format for the conference. 

 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a) Committee of the Whole Report 

The following motion from the Committee of the Whole was presented for Council: 

MOTION to recommend to Council approval in principle of the Rule changes suggested 
by the Discipline Committee, and to ask that staff bring more information on 
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recommendation one in the memo provided, forward for consideration in March: 
Alexandra Tait, seconded by Chris Maundrell. Carried  

MOTION to accept the recommendation from the Committee of the Whole to approve in 
principle the Rule changes suggested by the Discipline Committee, and to ask that staff bring 
more information on recommendation one in the memo provided, forward for consideration in 
March: Chris Maundrell, seconded by David Hughes. Carried 
 

b) Audit & Practice Review Committee Report 

Warren Warttig summarized recent activities of the Audit and Practice Review Committee, 
and presented proposed revisions for the Committee’s Terms of Reference.  

MOTION to receive the Audit and Practice Review Committee report: Jocelyn White, 
Alexandra Tait. Carried 

MOTION to accept the revised Terms of Reference for the Audit and Practice Review 
Committee: Warren Warttig, seconded by Maureen McDermid. Carried 
 

c) Biologists Canada Committee Report 

Garry Alexander provided an oral report: 

 L’Association des biologistes du Quebec (ABQ) has responded to the letter sent by the 
College and the Alberta Society of Professional Biologists. 

 Likely next steps are scheduling a conference call between the three organizations to 
discuss Biologists Canada and how or if the College can support the ABQ in their 
initiatives. 

 There is still a tentative plan to proceed with a survey of biologists in non-regulated 
jurisdictions to get a better understanding of what is happening in other regions of 
Canada. 

 There is ongoing discussion about broadening the vision of the Biologists Canada, so it 
has less of an emphasis on achieving more occupational regulation and more of a focus 
on promoting professionalism and scientific credibility in biology across Canada. There is 
a sense that this approach will allow more individuals to support the Biologists Canada 
vision.  

 It was suggested by a member of the Committee that incorporating a society at this 
stage would be helpful to both separate it from the College and give the initiative more 
legitimacy. 

MOTION to receive the Biologists Canada report: David Hughes, Brian Clark. Carried 
 

d) Communications Committee Report 

Derek Marcoux provided highlights from his written report. 

MOTION to receive the Communications Committee report: Derek Marcoux, seconded by 
Raychl Lukie. Carried 

 

i. Editorial Board Report 
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Raychl Lukie provided some highlights of recent Editorial Board activities and indicated 
that publishing the next issue of College Matters would likely be delayed until March, 
due to the later AGM date in 2016. 

MOTION to receive the Editorial Board report: Raychl Lukie, seconded by Derek 
Marcoux. Carried 
 

e)  Discipline Committee Report  

The Executive Director provided a brief oral report on the status of the two open discipline 
files.  

MOTION to receive the Discipline Committee report: Brian Clark, seconded by Raychl Lukie. 
Carried 
 

f) Ethics Committee Report  

Steve Gordon provided highlights from recent activities of the Ethics Committee: 

 Work on the ethics course is ongoing and nearing completion. 

 The Guidance for Managers document is nearing completion. 

 The Committee is working on a conflict of interest guidance document. 

MOTION to receive the Ethics Committee report: David Hughes, seconded by Garry 
Alexander. Carried.  
 

g) Finance Committee Report 

Chris Maundrell provided an overview of the updated provisional budget for 2016. Total 
budgeted committee costs are $25,000 less than in 2015; all committees will be reducing 
costs and relying more on conference calls in 2016.  

MOTION: In situations where the College has a signed contract for revenue, the revenue will 
be treated as deferred revenue until it is received. Any expenses related to the contract will 
be treated as prepaid expenses until revenue is received: Chris Maundrell, seconded by 
Brian Clark. Carried 

ACTION: The Finance Committee will operationalize the above motion regarding revenue 
derived from contracts. 

MOTION to rescind the following motion from the October 17, 2015 Council meeting: 
MOTION to allow the Discipline Committee to access the legal fund to withdraw up to 
$50,000 for cases 15-03 and 14-03, and require that Council approve of additional 
withdrawals, if needed: Brian Clark, seconded by Alexandra Tait. Carried - moved by Brian 
Clark, seconded by Alexandra Tait. Carried 

MOTION to approve the 2016 provisional budget as presented: Chris Maundrell, seconded 
by Maureen McDermid. Carried 

ACTION: Chris Maundrell and the Executive Director will develop a policy on the use of the 
legal and contingency funds. 

 

i. Linda Michaluk Scholarship Fund Report 

The Executive Director highlighted recent changes made to the scholarship 
criteria in an attempt to ensure more students are eligible for it. 
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MOTION to receive the LMSF report: Chris Maundrell, seconded by Alexandra Tait. Carried 
 

h) Nominations Committee Report 

Chris Maundrell indicated that he would be chairing the Nominations Committee.  

The first call for nominations will go out on December 30th.  

MOTION to receive the Nominations Committee report: Maureen McDermid, seconded by 
Brian Clark. Carried 
 

i) Professional Accountability Committee Report 

Brian Clark reported that there are a number of activities related to the work of the 
Professional Accountability Committee in early December.  

MOTION to receive the Professional Accountability report: Maureen McDermid, seconded by 
Jocelyn White. Carried 
 

j) Executive Committee Report 

Vanessa Craig provided highlights from the written report. The possibility of term limits for 
Councillors and Committee Chairs will be discussed at a future meeting.  

MOTION to receive the Executive Committee Report: Brian Clark, seconded by Jocelyn 
White. Carried 

 

9. OTHER BUSINESS  

Brian Clark, the meeting monitor, provided feedback on the conduct of the meeting. 

ACTION: Brian Clark will draft a summary of the meeting monitor comments for circulation.  

Jocelyn White volunteered to be the monitor at the January meetings. 

 

10. IN CAMERA MEETING CALLED TO ORDER BY VANESSA CRAIG AT 5:03PM 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 5:06pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

Date of next meeting:  Saturday, January 16th  

 Coast Harbourside & Marina Hotel, Victoria 

 


