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COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Saturday, March 8th, 2014 

Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel, 7551 Westminster Highway, Richmond, BC 

 

 

Present:  Vanessa Craig (President), Brian Churchill (Past President), Chris Maundrell (Vice 
President), Warren Warttig (Vice President), David Hughes, Garry Alexander, Steve Gordon, 
Ross Murray, Hoberly Hove, Maureen McDermid (left at 3:45pm), Raychl Lukie, Derek Marcoux 
(joined at 1:37pm); Steve Gordon (left at 4:00pm) 

Staff:  Pierre Iachetti (Executive Director), Linda Stordeur (Registrar), Rebecca Mersereau 
(Assistant Registrar), Kathy Gallegos (Bookkeeper) 

Apologies for Absence:  Janet Rygnestad, Brian Clark, Mel Kotyk (ex-officio), Chris Johnson 
(ex-officio)  

 

MINUTES 

 

1. Call to order at 1:16pm by Vanessa Craig 

 

2. Welcome new Council members 

Steve Gordon and Raychl Lukie were welcomed to Council. 
 

3. Adoption of agenda 

Amendment: add the appointment of the next Meeting Monitor 

MOTION to adopt the agenda as amended: Hoberly Hove, seconded by Garry Alexander.  
Carried 

 

4. Adoption of minutes and review of action items from the January 24th, 2014 meeting 

MOTION to adopt the minutes from the meeting of January 24th, 2014 as presented: Chris 
Maundrell, seconded by Brian Churchill.  Carried 

The action items were reviewed during the Executive Director’s report. 
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5. President’s Report 

Vanessa Craig had nothing to report other than to indicate that most feedback she has heard 
about the 2014 Conference & AGM was positive. 

MOTION to receive the President’s report: Brian Churchill, seconded by Hoberly Hove.  
Carried   

 

6. Executive Director’s Report (attachments) 

Pierre Iachetti reviewed the status of action items arising from the Council meeting of 
January 24th, 2014: 

 Allocate $25, 000 for the joint project with APEG BC - completed 

 Allocate $151,000 from previous year’s surplus to the contingency fund and set criteria 
for drawing it down – completed; note that the audited financials forecasted a lower 
surplus 

 The Linda Michaluk Scholarship Fund Committee will review applications and make 
recommendations to Council for award recipients – in progress, to be awarded in fall 
2014 

 Find out why there are separate elections for the one year and two year terms on 
Council – Linda Stordeur reported that the seat for the available one year term was 
vacant (rather than resulting from a resignation), so it had to be filled by an election.  

 Discuss an action plan for the development of a whitepaper on the loss of scientific 
information/data – to be discussed during the meeting under ‘Other business’ 

 Determine the availability and willingness of the College’s Past Presidents to participate 
in a panel discussion during the Conference on March 7th – successfully completed 

 Develop a rationale for soliciting sponsorship for future conferences or College Matters 
publications – not yet started 

 Grant a $2,500 contribution for the McTaggert Cowan Project – completed 

 Rebecca Mersereau attended the Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference in Bamfield 
on February 28th – March 2nd to award prizes on behalf of the College 

ACTION: Rebecca Mersereau to prepare a summary report and recommendation about the 
College’s future involvement in the Pacific Ecology and Evolution Conference. 

Pierre Iachetti reported that the College was recently asked by Tides Canada to participate in 
a national conference on the topic of scientific integrity, and replied that the College may be 
interested.  Some Council members expressed reservations about partnering with Tides 
Canada.   

MOTION to receive the Executive Director’s report: Brian Churchill, seconded by Warren    
Warttig.  Carried   

 

7. Registrar and Credentials Committee report (attachment) 

Linda Stordeur reported out on her engagements with universities and the College’s 
membership status.  
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Warren Warttig suggested we should consider a membership category for those who want to 
resign but not relinquish the ability to advise stewardship groups. Linda Stordeur suggests 
this could also be approached through a Rule change.  

Steve Gordon suggested that the College consider adding an additional membership 
category to capture management-level biologists, who perceive their roles to not be aligned 
with the Code of Ethics.  Discussion ensued about how to accommodate these needs and 
concerns from senior level managers.  Vanessa Craig suggests these have resulted from a 
misunderstanding of the requirements of College members.  Linda Stordeur suggested that 
those who are not directly practicing biology are not interested in paying dues. 

MOTION to receive the report from the Registrar and Credentials Committee: Brian   
Churchill, seconded by Hoberly Hove.  Carried 

 

8. Committee Reports 

a) Audit and Practice Review Committee (attachment) 

Warren Warttig provided an update on the status of 2014 audits and highlighted other 
initiatives in progress for the Committee: the development of a procedural/governance 
document, the development of audit report card or results form, and exploring the possibility 
of having an online CPD tracking form to make audits less time-consuming and therefore to 
allow more audits to occur.  

The Audit and Practice Review Committee (APRC) is likely to meet in late April or early May. 

MOTION to receive the Audit and Practice Review Committee report: Warren Warttig, 
seconded by Maureen McDermid.  Carried  

Council considered the Rule amendments proposed by the Audit and Practice Review 
Committee. 

MOTION to accept the Rule amendments as proposed by the Audit and Practice Review 
Committee: Ross Murray, seconded by Hoberly Hove. Carried 

MOTION to approve the distribution of the Practice Guidance for Members document to the 
membership: Warren Warttig, seconded by Chris Maundrell.  Carried  

 

b) Communications Committee (attachment) 

MOTION to adopt the revised logo policy as presented: Maureen McDermid, seconded by 
Ross Murray.  Carried 

ACTION: Maureen McDermid will work with Kimbo Designs to design a logo that can be 
used by members. 

 

c) Discipline Committee (attachment) 

Pierre Iachetti reported that two complaints were received in 2013 and no cases are currently 
in progress. 

David Hughes questioned why a College with the size of our membership does not receive 
more complaints.  Pierre Iachetti suggested the College encourages professionals to deal 
with concerns individually and privately and this works in many situations.   
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Steve Gordon reported experience that provincial colleagues have expressed concern about 
the ramifications of complaining against members since anonymity is not typically preserved. 
Chris Maundrell suggested there is likely whistleblower legislation to protect against this.   

Maureen McDermid suggests that if a complainant has concerns about the lack of anonymity 
and withdraws the complaint, the College has the ability to proceed with an investigation by 
pursuing the complaint itself.  Pierre Iachetti reported that although the Rules allow this, it 
has not happened in practice because the decision to proceed to investigation needs to be 
well founded. 

Pierre Iachetti suggested the College should consider exploring technological options to 
allow for the submission of online anonymous solutions.  Garry Alexander suggests that the 
Council needs more information before deciding whether to receive anonymous complaints. 

MOTION to receive the Discipline Committee report: Brian Churchill, seconded by David 
Hughes.  Carried 

 

i. Rule Change 

Council considered the Rule amendments proposed by the Discipline Committee.  

Chris Maundrell proposed a further amendment to the Rule changes proposed by the 
Discipline Committee: Section 15.7 – “The Registrar shall review the complaint within 30 
business days of receiving the report to ensure that…..” 

MOTION to adopt the Rule changes proposed by the Discipline Committee as amended: 
Brian Churchill, seconded by Maureen McDermid.  Carried  

 

d) Ethics Committee 

Vanessa Craig reported that the Ethics Committee is moving forward with the development of 
a new ethics course and that the Association of Professional Biology (APB) has been notified 
of the arrangement proposed by Council.  If the APB approves of the arrangement, the 
College will develop a contract with them, and if not will seek another provider.  

Vanessa Craig reported that Laura Darling has resigned from the Committee and she will be 
stepping down as Chair.  Hoberly Hove has agreed to join the Committee.   

MOTION to receive the Ethics Committee report: Chris Maundrell, seconded by Garry 
Alexander.  Carried 

MOTION to appoint Wayne Wall, Linda Michaluk, David Hughes, Geoff Wickstrom, and 
Hoberly Hove to the Ethics Committee: Warren Warttig, seconded by Steve Gordon.  Carried 

 

e) Finance Committee 

Chris Maundrell reviewed the January and February financial statements.   

Chris Maundrell reported that Ross Murray and Hoberly Hove have agreed to serve on the 
Finance Committee.  

Maureen McDermid has requested authorization of up to $7,000 from last year’s surplus for 
new pins for members. Chris Maundrell indicated he would prefer to find the money in this 
year’s budget and identified possible budget line items where a surplus is anticipated:  the 
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Council training budget, APRC budget, Editorial Board budget. It was decided that the 
allocation of this expenditure would be decided at the end of the year. 

MOTION to authorize the over-expenditure of the existing budget by up to $7,000 for the 
purchase of pins: Brian Churchill, seconded by Warren Warttig.  5 votes in favour, 4 
opposed.  Carried 

MOTION to receive the Finance Committee report: Warren Warttig, seconded by Ross 
Murray.  Carried 

Kathy Gallegos asked that expense claims be submitted within two weeks of the expenses 
being incurred to improve the College’s financial tracking.   

ACTION: Kathy Gallegos will send expense claim forms to the new Councillors.  

 

i. Linda Michaluk Scholarship Fund Sub-committee 

ACTION: Linda Stordeur will circulate a draft scholarship application form to the Sub-
committee. 

Following approval of the scholarship application fund, it will be posted to the web page 
and distributed through a College Notice.  The Sub-committee will discuss in the future 
how to fundraise to top up the endowment established by the College. 

MOTION to receive the Linda Michaluk Scholarship Fund report: Chris Maundrell, 
seconded by Warren Warttig. Carried.  

 

f) Nominations Committee (attachment) 

Brian Churchill (Chair) reported that 40% of College members voted during the election.  

MOTION to receive the Nominations Committee report and destroy the ballots: David 
Hughes, seconded by Ross Murray.  Carried 

 

g) Executive Committee 

Vanessa Craig reported that the Executive Committee will be developing Terms of 
Reference and working with Pierre Iachetti to finalize an action plan.   

MOTION to receive the Executive Committee report: Chris Maundrell, seconded by 
Warren Warttig.  Carried 

 

h) Committee of the Whole 

Vanessa Craig presented two motions received from the Committee of the Whole:  

MOTION to bring the amended logo policy as presented forward to Council for 
approval: Maureen McDermid, seconded by Ross Murray.  Carried 

MOTION to bring the Practice Guidelines document as presented to Council for 
approval: Maureen McDermid, seconded by Chris Maundrell. Carried 

MOTION to receive the report from the Committee of the Whole and approve the 
documents presented: Ross Murray, seconded by Warren Warttig.  Carried.  
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9. Other business 
 

a) Appointment of Executive Vice President 

MOTION to appoint Chris Maundrell as Executive-Vice Chair: Warren Warttig, seconded by 
Hoberly Hove. Carried 

 

b) Conference & AGM report (attachment) 

Rebecca Mersereau reported on the registration and attendance at the conference.   

ACTION: Rebecca Mersereau to provide a full report on the Conference/AGM at the 
next Council meeting, including the budget. 

MOTION to receive the report on the Conference & AGM: Ross Murray, seconded by 
Warren Warttig. Carried 

 

c) Discuss an action plan for the development of a white paper on loss of scientific 
information/data 

Pierre Iachetti suggested the development of a sub-committee or working group to assist 
staff with this initiative would be helpful. Chris Maundrell offered to assist with the 
initiative.  Ross Murray suggested the College should solicit interested members to 
participate.  

ACTION: Pierre Iachetti and Chris Maundrell will develop an overview by the first week 
 of April. 

 

d) Evaluation of 2013 strategic plan objectives and prioritization of 2014 objectives 

Pierre Iachetti reported that many strategic plan objectives were achieved in 2013.  

He reported that promotional materials with our new brand and establishing an 
 Editorial Board are still in progress.   

Pierre Iachetti highlighted four unmet 2013 objectives: promoting the College’s vision
 and mandate through outreach to First Nations, businesses, and non-governmental 
organizations; organizing a national conference and a national umbrella organization; 
and boosting branding and name recognition, especially among industry. 

Pierre Iachetti highlighted the following priorities for 2014: the development of webinars 
and other educational opportunities for members, developing and implementing 
additional communication tools, and advancing the following national initiatives from the 
Strategic Plan: 

 Explore and prepare to host conference concentrating, engaging national and 
international attendees. 

 Lead development of a national umbrella organization working towards 
recognized self-regulation of the applied biology profession in each province. 

Chris Maundrell and Brian Clark volunteered to help with national initiative in the past.  
Rebecca Mersereau is the designated staff member for this initiative, and related work 
will begin in early April. 
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ACTION: staff will report out on a preliminary vision for the national initiative at the next 
Council meeting.  

ACTION: staff to send new Council members the Terms of Reference for all College 
Committees. 

 

e) Tentative calendar of Council meetings for 2014/15 

Pierre Iachetti and Vanessa Craig are proposing that the College organize a national 
conference in November of 2015, and they proposed dates for Council meetings for the 
remainder of 2014/15 as well as a combined AGM/CPD training opportunity in January 
of 2015. Some Councillors reported conflicts with the proposed dates and concern about 
the timing of the AGM. 

ACTION: Vanessa Craig and Pierre Iachetti will send out a Doodle Poll and 
subsequently set Council meeting dates. 

 

10.  In Camera 

The meeting went In Camera from 1:22pm to 1:40pm, when confidential minutes were 
recorded. 

 

11. Appointment of Meeting Monitor for the next meeting 

Warren Warttig was appointed as the monitor for the next meeting.  

 

Adjournment 

MOTION to adjourn at 4:48pm: Chris Maundrell.  Carried  

 

 

 

DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:           To be determined  

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________    _____________________________ 

Vanessa Craig, R.P.Bio.      Linda Stordeur, R.P.Bio.                
President       Registrar 


