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Council Meeting 
 

March 14, 2015 

Radisson Vancouver Airport Hotel, Richmond 
 

 

In attendance: Vanessa Craig (President), Garry Alexander, Chris Maundrell, Brian Churchill, 
Raychl Lukie, Maureen McDermid, David Hughes, Brian Clark, Garry Alexander, Derek 
Marcoux, Steve Gordon, Jocelyn White, Warren Warttig (Ex-officio), Pierre Iachetti (Executive 
Director), Linda Stordeur (Registrar), Rebecca Mersereau (Assistant Registrar) 
 

Apologies: Alexandra de Jong Westman 

 

MINUTES 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER at 2:10pm by Vanessa Craig 
 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Proposed addition of appointment of the Vice President. 

MOTION to adopt the amended agenda: Brian Clark, seconded by Chris Maundrell. Carried 
 

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES AND REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS from January 24 meeting 

Proposed amendments:  

 Fix the typo on page 6 under j: motion to receive the RTP Committee report. 

MOTION to move acceptance of amended minutes: Brian Clark, seconded by Chris 
Maundrell. Carried 

 

The Executive Director reviewed the action items from the previous meeting. Highlights: 

 Councillors may still submit comments to the Executive Director on the draft Riparian 
Areas Report. 

 Staff will be contacting Council after the meeting to seek biographical information for the 
website. 

 Brian Clark is still accepting suggestions for a new name for the Right to Practice 
Committee. 

ACTION: in the review of action items at each meeting, the Executive Director will only 
cover those that aren’t addressed elsewhere in the meeting reports, and if they are covered 
in the reports, the summary table will indicate which one. 

ACTION: staff will track motions that are action-oriented in the action item tables as well. 
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4.   PRESIDENT’S REPORT (attachment) 

Vanessa Craig provided an oral update on her written report. She attended the Forum on 
Science- and Evidence-based Decision Making and volunteered to join the drafting 
committee for a charter on the importance of including scientific information in decision-
making. 

MOTION to receive the President’s report: Brian Churchill, seconded by Brian Clark. Carried 
 

5.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (attachments) 

Pierre Iachetti provided oral highlights from his written report: 

 he met with MLA Mike Morris, Parliamentary Secretary to the Hon. Steve Thomson, 
Minister of Forestry, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations; 

 he has a meeting March 23 with Minister Thomson in Victoria. 

MOTION to receive the Executive Director’s report: Steve Gordon, seconded by Garry 
Alexander. Carried 
 

6.   REGISTRAR & CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT (attachment) 

Linda Stordeur provided oral updates from her written report.    

MOTION to approve the recommended changes to Rule 13 to facilitate the use of electronic 
seals by members: Maureen McDermid, seconded Chris Maundrell. Carried 

MOTION to destroy the ballots: Maureen McDermid, seconded by Garry Alexander. Carried 
 

7.   COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a)   Committee of the Whole Report 

A motion from the Committee of the Whole was presented during the Finance Committee 
report. 

 

b)   Audit and Practice Review Committee Report (attachment) 

Warren Warttig provided highlights from the written report. 

MOTION to receive the Audit and Practice Review Committee Report: Brian Churchill, 
seconded by Brian Clark. Carried 

 

c)   Biologists Canada Committee Report 

Garry Alexander reported that the Biologists Canada Committee met on March 12. 
Highlights of the discussion from the meeting:  

 any organization set up would have to be arms-length from the College, and it would 
need to secure external funding;  

 the Committee will begin by canvassing members in other provinces, and refining some 
of the messaging around the rationale.  

MOTION to receive the Biologists Canada Committee report: Steve Gordon, seconded by 
Brian Clark. Carried 
 

d)  Communications Committee Report (attachment) 

MOTION to receive the Communications Committee report: Maureen McDermid, seconded 
by Steve Gordon. Carried 

The revised Member’s Logo Policy and associated FAQ sheet were reviewed.  
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MOTION to accept the revised Member’s Logo Policy: Maureen McDermid, seconded by 
Brian Churchill. Carried 

ACTION: When a member leaves and a letter is sent, ensure it includes the need to cease 
use of the Member’s Logo. 

ACTION: The Registrar will work with the website contractor on the design of the survey 
questions required prior to download of the Member’s Logo. 

Maureen McDermid reported that the College occasionally receives expressions of interests 
from members who want to volunteer for the College and encourages Council to consider 
how we can involve them. 

 

 i) Editorial Board Report (attachment) 

Derek Marcoux reported that the Editorial Board is working toward the development of 
a monthly e-newsletter and that the Board’s Terms of Reference were discussed at the 
Communications Committee meeting. 

MOTION to receive the Editorial Board Report: Brian Churchill, seconded by Brian Clark. 
Carried 

 

e)   Discipline Committee Report 

The Executive Director provided an update on the status of the ongoing Discipline case. 

MOTION to receive the Discipline Committee Report: Brian Churchill, seconded by Steve 
Gordon. Carried 

 

f)    Ethics Committee Report 

Steve Gordon provided an oral report: 

 A decision was made not to purchase the ethics course from the Association of 
Professional Biology.  Derek Marcoux has prepared a draft request for proposals to have 
a contractor develop the course, which is currently under review.   

 The document to provide guidance to managers is ongoing. 

MOTION to receive the Ethics Committee report: Garry Alexander, seconded by Brian 
Churchill. Carried 

 

Steve Gordon left the meeting (3:35pm). 
 

g)   Finance Committee Report 

Chris Maundrell reported on the income statement, ending February 28, 2015. He noted that 
the revenue for the conference was lower than the goal of $35,000. Expenses appear close 
to projections. 

ACTION: the Finance Committee will separate AGM from conference costs in budgets since 
the AGM is a core activity. 

ACTION: staff will determine whether Annual General Meetings can be held online. 

MOTION brought forward from the Committee of the Whole meeting, moved by Brian Clark, 
seconded by Brian Churchill. Carried  

MOTION for reporting purposes, when grants are confirmed, they should be entered into 
the income statements: Maureen McDermid.  Carried with one opposed (Chris Maundrell 
opposed because he believes revenue should not be counted until the cash is in hand).  

 

 i) Linda Michaluk Scholarship Fund (LMSF) Sub-committee Report 
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Chris Maundrell reported on the status of the Linda Michaluk Fund, which has a 
balance of approximately $18,000 after some cash donations received at the AGM. 

 

MOTION to receive the Finance Committee and LMSF Sub-committee reports: Chris 
Maundrell, seconded by Brian Clark. Carried 

 

h)   Governance Committee Report 

The Executive Director provided an oral report and indicated that there are additional edits 
required for the Council self-evaluation form. A summary report will be provided at the next 
Council meeting. 

MOTION to receive the Governance Committee report: Brian Clark, seconded by Garry 
Alexander. Carried 

 

i)    Nominations Committee Report 

Brian Churchill indicated the focus of the Committee should shift to seeking out candidates 
who have qualifications that would fill gaps on Council, and suggested transferring the 
administrative functions of the Committee to staff. 

Maureen McDermid suggests keeping the Committee intact to identify profiles for the skill 
set gaps Council has or is anticipating. 

ACTION: remove the Nominations Committee report from future agendas until it is struck 
again. 

ACTION: the Nominations Committee will prepare a discussion paper for the Committee of 
the Whole to improve the recruitment process for Councillors. 

ACTION: send Brian Churchill suggestions for the discussion paper on improving the 
recruitment process for Councillors. 

MOTION to receive the Nominations Committee report: Brian Churchill, seconded by Chris 
Maundrell. Carried 

 

j)    Right-to-Practice Committee Report 

Brian Clark reported that there have been no actions since the last Council meeting, and 
suggests there is a need to coordinate more with the Registrar on the new membership 
category initiative.  

MOTION to receive the Right-to-Practice Committee report: Brian Churchill, seconded by 
Raychl Lukie. Carried 

 

k)   Executive Committee Report (attachment) 

MOTION to receive the Executive Committee report: Brian Clark, seconded by Brian 
Churchill. Carried 
 

8.  OTHER BUSINESS 

a) AGM & Conference update (attachment) 

Rebecca Mersereau provided a preliminary report on attendance at the 2015 Conference & 
AGM, which showed an increased from previous years.  

ACTION: Rebecca Mersereau will report to Council on the 2015 Conference & AGM 
participant surveys at the June Council meeting. 

MOTION to receive the report on the Conference & AGM: Brian Churchill, seconded by 
Maureen McDermid. Carried 
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Jocelyn White, Brian Clark, and Chris Maundrell left the meeting (4:11pm). 
 

b) Strategic planning update 

The Executive Director reported on the status of discussions for planning the strategic 
planning session. Three proposals from facilitators have been received. 

ACTION: send a reminder to Council with the dates for the Strategic Planning Session. 

MOTION to receive the strategic planning update: Garry Alexander, seconded by David 
Hughes. Carried 

 

c) Appointment of Committee members and election of Executive Vice President 

Deferred until the June meeting. 
 

d) 2015 Council meeting dates 

ACTION: the Executive Director will send out Doodle Polls to find out which dates for 
Council meetings work best. 
 

e) Report from the Meeting Monitor and appointment of Meeting Monitor for next 
Council meeting 

Pierre Iachetti reported on behalf of Steve Gordon that there is room for improvement in 
time management during meetings. 

Brian Churchill added that some of the discussion following the finance presentation should 
may have been handled separately by the Finance Committee to make better use of 
Council’s time.  
 

Maureen McDermid was appointed the Meeting Monitor for the next meeting.  

ACTION: staff will forward Maureen McDermid the Meeting Monitor report. 

 

9.   IN CAMERA 

There were no items to discuss In Camera so the meeting was deferred.  

 

10. ADJOURNMENT  

MOTION to adjourn at 4:26pm: Brian Clark, seconded by Maureen McDermid. Carried 

 

DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING:        June 12, 2015 

Holiday Inn Vancouver Airport  


